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SAFETY BENEFITS OF WALKING
“A walkable city is a city in which a car is an optional instrument of freedom rather than a prosthetic
device. A walkable city offers four key things: 1.) A reason to walk; 2.) A safe walk; 3.) A comfortable
walk, and; 4.) An interesting walk.”
-Jeff Speck, Author, Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save America One Step At A Time

DANGERS TO PEDESTRIANS

•

In the first six months of 2021, there were over 20,000 traffic
fatalities in the United States. This is an 18.4% increase from
the same time period in 2020 and the largest six month
increase in highway fatalities in the 46-year history of the
Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), according to
NHTSA.1

•

Pedestrian deaths continue to rise: In 2019 there were 6,205.
In 2020, 6,721 and in 2021, 8,730 which equates to 24
pedestrian deaths per day.2

•

Speed matters: only 10% of pedestrians would die if struck by
a vehicle traveling at 20 mph or less. At 30 mph, there is a 40%
chance of fatal injury if struck; at 40 mph, the
chance of dying increases to 80%, and at 50 mph
it reaches 100%.4

•

Idaho jumped from .27 pedestrian deaths per
100,000 people to .47 pedestrian deaths per
100,000 people from 2020 to 2021.2

•

Idaho is ranked 9th out of all 50 states in
percentage difference in pedestrian deaths from
2020 – 2021.2

•

People over 50, Black or African American people,
Alaska Native or American Indian people, and
those walking in communities with lower median
household incomes are struck and killed at much
higher rates.4

•

In 2021, data projects 271 road fatalities. In 2020, there were 214. The number of bike/ped
fatalities remained the same those two years – 3 bicyclists and 14 peds. This means Idaho’s
roads became deadlier for all road users, including drivers, in 2021.
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SOLUTIONS

•

The Safe System Approach aims to eliminate fatal & serious injuries for all road users. It
does so through a holistic view of the road system that first anticipates human mistakes and
second keeps impact energy on the human body at tolerable levels.6

•

Complete Streets are streets designed and operated to enable safe use and support
mobility for all users. Those include people of all ages and abilities, regardless of whether they
are travelling as drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, or public transportation riders.7

•

The new Strategy signals a shift in direction for the U.S. DOT, stating that “Americans deserve to
travel safely in their communities” and that “zero is the only acceptable number of deaths and
serious injuries on our roadways.”8
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