Bicycling and walking projects create more
jobs per million dollars

Job Creation: Making a Case for Healthy Transportation Investments
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A report by the National Cooperative Highway Research
Program (NCHRP) found that Transportation Enhance-
ment (TE) projects create more jobs per million dollars
than other transportation projects.’ Over 60 percent of
those TE projects were bicycling and/or walking infra-
structure projects.
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A private study by the Political Economic Research Institute at the University of Mas-
sachusetts found similar results in a study of transportation projects in 14 cities across
the United States.”

Table 2: National Average Employment impacts by Project Type
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For more information contact: Caron Whitaker: Caron@BikeLeague.org; 202-215-3908.
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of Employment Impacts Political Economic Research Institute University of Massa-
chusetts 6/20/2011 http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/published_study/PERI_
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NATIONAL POLL:

Americans Support Increasing
Funding for Sidewalks, Bike Lanes

and Paths

s bicycling grows in popularity and
A more and more Americans want to

live in walkable communities, a new
survey finds that the majority of Ameri-
cans support increasing federal funding
for biking and walking.

Princeton Survey Research Associates
International asked a nationally repre-
sentative sample of 1,000 adults in the
United States about their opinions on
federal funding for sidewalks, bike lanes
and paths.

Participants were asked to estimate
what percentage of federal transportation
funding is currently spent on sidewalks,
bike lanes and paths and then asked to
say what percentage of transportation
funds should be spent on biking and
walking infrastructure.

Respondents then learned that less
than two percent of transportation fund-
ing goes to sidewalks, bike lanes and
paths, 17 percent is used for public trans-
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portation and 8o percent is used for roads
and highways. Respondents were asked
if the percentage that goes to biking and
walking should increase, decrease or stay
the same.

56 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS SUPPORT INCREASING
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR BIKING AND WALKING
INFRASTRUCTURE. The results showed that

a majority of respondents, 58 percent,
support increasing federal funding after
being told how transportation funding is
divided among roads, transit and biking
and walking. This support for increasing
funding was almost twice the 30 percent
wanting federal funding for biking and
walking to stay the same, and more

than seven times the eight percent who
believed funding for biking and walking
should be decreased.

THAT SUPPORT INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY IN THREE
YEARS. Princeton Survey Research

4%

Associates International had previously
asked these same survey questions

in March 2012. From these numbers,

we see a significant rise in support

for increasing funding, and the rise is
consistent across almost all demographic
crosstabs. Support rose the most from
the Midwest and suburbs.

In the 2012 survey, 47 percent of re-
spondents supported increasing fund-
ing for sidewalks, bikeways and paths.
In 2016 that number has jumped to 58
percent.

SUPPORT IS INCREASING EVERYWHERE-ACROSS

ALL DEMOGRAPHICS. The rise in support

for funding is true across almost all
demographics. We saw increasing
support in every geographic region of
the country: in urban, suburban and
rural areas; among all age groups, all race
and ethnicities; among parents and non-
parents and across genders.
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INVESTING IN MULTIMODAL PROJECTS CREATES JOBS AND
BUILDS LOCAL ECONOMIES.
“We are going to fix our inner cities and
rebuild our highways, bridges, tunnels,
airports, schools, hospitals. We're going to
rebuild our infrastructure, which will be-
come, by the way, second to none, and we
will put millions of our people to work as
we rebuild ir.”
—President-Elect Donald ] Trump
on November g, 2016

On election night, President-Elect
Trump repeated his interest in investing
in American infrastructure, including our
transportation system, as a way to create
jobs and build stronger communities in
rural and urban areas.

Building multimodal transportation
projects, including bicycling and walking
infrastructure will contribute to meeting

Census Regions

his goals. In fact, two studies have shown
that bicycling and walking projects cre-
ate more jobs per million dollars spent
than other types of transportation invest-
ment. A National Cooperative Highway
Research Program (NCHRP) study of
stimulus spending showed that Trans-
portation Enhancement projects such
as sidewalks and bike lanes, created 17
jobs per million dollars versus new road
construction which creates 12.5 jobs per
million. In addition, a study of transpor-
tation jobs in 11 U.S. cities by the Politi-
cal Economic Research Institute at the
University of Massachusetts found that
bicycling projects create 11.4 jobs and
sidewalk jobs created 9.7 jobs per million
versus 7.8 jobs per million for road-only
projects.

States and cities have seen economic
development benefits from their invest-

ment in biking and walking, For instance,
a study of 10 Complete Streets projects
found that eight saw increased values for
properties near the improved areas. A
recent survey of businesses located near
Capital Bikeshare stations in Washing-
ton, DC, found that 20% of businesses
saw an increase in their sales, and 70%
said they saw a “positive impact” on the
surrounding area.

The n5th Congress and the Trump ad-
ministration have an opportunity to meet
the infrastructure needs of our coun-
try. The League of American Bicyclists
strongly advocates for any new invest-
ment to include transportation funding
that encourages investment in multi-
modal transportation, including bicy-
cling and walking networks, that create
transportation choices, jobs and benefit
local economies.

A majority of respondents from all regions of the country support increase funding for biking and walking. The level of support
ranges from 56 percent in the Northeast to 59 percent—within the 3.8 margin of error.
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Political Affiliation

Republicans shift from support for maintaining funding to support for increasing funding. Independents show the largest jump
in support for increased funding. Support for increasing funding jumps from half to almost two-thirds among Independents,
from 50 percent to 64 percent. Democrats tie Independents for support for increasing funding.

In 2012, Democrats were the only political affiliation to show majority support for increasing funding for biking and walking.
In 2016, support for decreasing funding fell to three percent—among the lowest of any demographic subcategory.
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Community Types

Regardless of whether they live in urban, suburban or rural communities—a majority of respondents want more infrastructure
for biking and walking.
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Age

A plurality of all age groups support an increase in funding for biking and walking, a majority of respondents. While the highest
support is among younger Americans, the older age groups showed a remarkable increase in support since 2012.
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Endnotes

Dowell, Paula. NCHRP 08-36, Task 103 Mining Recovery Act Data for Opportunities to Improve the State of Practice for Overall Economic
Impact Analysis of Transportation Investments, requested by American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AAS-
HTO) Cambridge Systematics. January, 2012 http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/docs/NCHRPo8-36(103)_FR.pdf

2 Garrett-Peltier, Heidi Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure: A National Study of Employment Impacts Political Economic Research Insti-
sute, University of Massachusetts 6 /20/201 hep:/ /www.peri.umass.cdu/filcadmin /pdf/published_study/PERI_ABikes Junezom.pdf

3 New York City 2013 survey http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2013-dot-sustainable-streets-3-mobility.pdf. Chicago 2014 Sur-
vey http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2014/mar/survey-of- divvy-members-brings-positive-
reviews-of-chicagos-newe.html
Washington DC zo13 user survey- http://www.bikearlington.com/tasks/sites /bike/assets/File/Capital_Bikeshare_zor3_Member_Travel_
Survey.pdf

Methodology

From September 15-18, 2016, Princeton Survey Research Associates International performed telephone interviews with a nation-
ally representative sample of 1,000 adults living in the continental United States. The interviews were evenly divided between
landlines and cell phones. Interviews were done in English and Spanish.

Statistical results are weighted to correct known demographic discrepancies. The margin of sampling error for the complete
set of weighted data is +3.8 percentage points.
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N League of American Bicyclists
Bicycle Friendly Community = Award = Congressional
s _ Population ¥
Awards _ Se Fevel s o _ District
Coeur d'Alene Silver 44,137 |Coeur d'Alene 1
Moscow Bronze 24,499 [Moscow 1
Boise Silver 214,237 |Boise 2
Ada County Silver 434,211 |Garden City 2
Wood River Valley Gold 21,482 |Ketchum 2
Total Bicycle Friendly Communities: 5
Total Residents in BFCs: 524,329
Bicycle Friendly Business | Number of Congressional
Awards . | Employees District
MW! Veterinary Supply, Inc Bronze 230 |Boise 1
National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) Silver 550 |Boise 1
Community Planning Association of
Southwest Idaho (COMPASS) Bronze 19 [Meridian 1
Ada County Bronze 600 [Boise 2
Ada County Highway District Silver 300 [Boise 2
Balihoo Silver 80 |Boise 2
Boise Bicycle Project Platinum 12 |Boise 2
Boise Contemporary Theater Bronze 6 |Boise 2
Boise Health and Wellness Chiropractic
Center Bronze 2 |Boise 2
Boise State University Silver 2,400 |Boise 2
Central District Health Department Bronze 120 [Boise 2
City of Boise Bronze 450 |Boise 2
ClickBank Bronze 58 |Boise 2
CSHQA Silver 74 |Boise 2
CTA Architects Engineers - Boise Office Bronze 81 |Boise 2
Department of Environmnental Quality Bronze 234 |Boise 2
Drake Cooper Inc Silver 27 |Boise 2
EPA, Region 10, Idaho Operations Office Silver 26 |Boise 2
FLAVORS]/, Inc. Bronze 6 (Boise 2
Foerstel Silver 11 |Boise 2
Hawkins Companies (Boise Office) Silver 46 |Boise 2
HDR, Inc. Bronze 85 (Boise 2
Healthwise, Inc. Silver 225 |Boise 2

Learn more at www.bikeleague.org/bfa 10f2 2017 National Bike Summit
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Holzer Edwards Bronze 5 |Boise 2
Idaho Department of Water Resources Bronze 90 (Boise 2
Idaho Mountain Touring Silver 20 |Boise 2
Idaho Power Company Silver 950 |Boise 2
INSIGHTarchitects Silver 5 |Boise 2
Kittelson & Associates, Inc. - Boise Gold 4 |Boise 2
Kount Inc. Silver 61 |Boise 2
Microsoft Boise Bronze 75 |Boise 2
Oliver Russell Bronze 10 |Boise 2
REI - Boise Bronze 70 |Boise 2
Richardson Adams, PLLC Bronze 3 |Boise 2
Sawtooth Physical Therapy Bronze 5 [Boise 2
St. Luke's Health System Bronze 6,200 |Boise 2
TerraGraphics Environmental Engineering
Inc. Bronze 9 |Boise 2
The Pursuit Bronze 6 |Boise 2
The Walton Works Bronze 4 |Boise 2
Trademark Sign Company Gold 8 |Boise 2
Treasure Valley Family YMCA - Downtown
Branch Bronze 282 [Boise 2
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Pacific
Northwest Region Office Bronze 275 |Boise 2
Vacasa (Boise) Silver 72 [Boise 2
Wire Stone Bronze 41 (Boise 2
George's Cycles and Fitness Silver 3 |Garden City 2
Mountain Rides Silver 30 |Ketchum 2
Total Bicycle Friendly Businesses: 46
Total Employees at BFBs: 13,870
Bicycle Friendly University | Award = Student | Congressional
Awards Level Enrollment ~ District
Boise State University Gold 22,113 |Boise 2
Total Bicycle Friendly Universities: 1
Total Students at BFUs: 22,113

Learn more at www.bikeleague.org/bfa 20f2 2017 National Bike Summit



